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The owner of the south temple lives in the temple,
while that of the east temple is an absentee. The daily
work in the temple is managed by a non-religious agent
called san-xo, meaning " incense and fire." The priest,
being himself a buddist, lives on the income of the
temple and keeps aloof from secular activities. Never-
theless, he has definite functions in the community.
He entertains the visitors and participates in the
funeral ceremonies of the people. These services are
paid either by an amount of incense, which is kept by
the priest for resale, or by cash. But these two temples
do not monopolize the religious activities of the people
in the village, On important occasions, such as
" burning incense " for newly dead relatives and ful-
filling certain promises to the god after recovery
from illness, people go to the big temples in the town
or at the bank of the Lake where the gods are more
powerful.
Another important function of the priest is to keep
the ancestor records for the people, and this also takes
him beyond the village temples. Genealogical records
of the families are kept in different temples outside.
Since the record keeper is rewarded by the family
whose ancestor names are kept, the record book becomes
in a way the personal property of the priest. Like
other kinds of personal property, it can be bought aad
sold. Therefore the circulation of wealth among the
priests has made the allegiance of the people to the
temples more complicated,
The nature of their allegiance, however, has nothing
to do with belief or with sects. The priest never
preaches any religious doctrine to the people, except
possibly to the dead. Even then he preaches in a
language alien to the local people. The stranger the

